Richard Lancelot Leslie
November 3, 1938 - February 4, 2021

Richard Lancelot Leslie was born on November 3, 1938 to Estella E. Hinds and Clarence
M Leslie in Belize City, Belize (formerly British Honduras). Richard went to rest February
4, 2021. He was the fifth of nine children. He had four brothers (William, Kent, Boris, and
Ernest) and four sisters (Barbara, Emily, Gilda and Margaret).
Richard was educated in Belize public schools. In Belize he pursued painting,
bodybuilding, barbering and tailoring. After Hurricane Hattie in 1961, Richard migrated to
New York seeking employment and more opportunity. On July 6, 1963, Richard married
Mavis Stamp, and from that union three children, Deborah Dawn, Mark Richard, and
Frances Marie were born. The couple divorced in 1981. He later had son Richard Lancelot
II. Richard met Gloria Walker in May 1994 and they married in January 2016.
Richard retired from the U.S. Army as a Staff Sergeant. Richard was a Paratrooper with
the 82nd Airborne Division from 1962-1964. He also retired from the U.S. Postal Service
where he worked as an electronics technician for over 27 years.
For his third career, Richard resumed his painting hobby. He exhibited at many festivals
and shows, winning many awards. Richard was a former President of the Petersburg Area
Art League, the Portrait Artists of America, and a member of Washington Society of
Portrait Artists. He was also a member of the Bon Air Artists Association; Vice President of
the Chester Artist Association and a member of the Board of Directors for the Chesterfield
Center of the Arts Foundation. During an interview about his art Richard said, “My ability
to draw and paint is a God given gift. I give all the glory to God”.
Richard and Gloria loved cruising. They usually took two trips per year. He enjoyed
cooking, track and field, boxing, watching football and sewing clothing and accessories for
his family. He loved learning: teaching himself computers, the internet and taking
numerous online Christian courses.
Left to cherish his memory are his wife Gloria; children Deborah, Mark, Frances, and

Richard II; his only grandchild Autumn Ballard, his sisters Emily (Vernon), Gilda and
Margaret; his brothers Rev. William Leslie and Boris, several nieces, nephews and
cousins, numerous friends and loved ones.
He was preceded in death by his parents, sister Barbara, and brothers Kent and Ernest.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations in Richard's honor be made to the
Salvation Army: https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/. Richard and his family are being
cared for by J.T. Morriss & Son Funeral Home, Chester Chapel. Condolences can be
registered at www.jtmorriss.com.
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Chester Chapel
3050 W. Hundred Road, Chester, VA, US, 23831

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

J.T. Morriss & Son Funeral Home - February 13 at 08:29 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the entire family during this difficult time, sending much
love to my cousins Frances, Debbie and Mark
Love
Liz and Family
Elizabeth Stamp - February 13 at 11:08 AM

“

This is such an awesome memorial for a life well lived! Estherine J.Harding of Chesapeake,
VA to my friend Gloria Jean.
Estherine J. Harding - February 13 at 11:24 AM

“
“

My condolences to you and the family! Peace Love and Blessings to you all!
Clarence E. Wright - February 13 at 11:54 AM

WOW! What a marvelous home going service and words of comfort. May the work he has
done speak comfort to the family especially to you Gloria. Rejoice and again I say rejoice!
Thelma - February 13 at 12:04 PM

“

“

May you be covered by God love
Moses Wright - February 13 at 12:05 PM

I met Richard many years ago, His sister Emily is my friend and through her got to
hear stories about her beloved brother Richard. I remember him as an artist and his
paintings. He is resting in peace now and my condolences goes out to his family.

Sonia Jordan-Williams - February 13 at 11:07 AM

“

Gloria, my prayers are thoughts are with you during this difficult time. I always
enjoyed the few conversations I had with Leslie- he was a kind man. Know that God
will provide comfort, strength, and peace during this time - keep trusting and
believing in Him.
Know that CGJS is always here for you.
Love
Cindy Logan

Cynthia - February 13 at 10:56 AM

“

To Gloria and the Leslie family, may it bring comrfort to you to know that your loved
one is in a better place and that you have the opportunity to see him again. Even
though he can't come back to you (and he would not want to), you can go where he
is. Keep the faith and may God bless you and strengthen you now and always. My
condolences to you and the family. God bless you all.
Deepest sympathy, Thelma Sykes Brown and family.

Thelma Brown - February 13 at 10:11 AM

“

To Gloria and the Leslie Family,
With hearfelt sympathy, wishing you peace and comfort in the midst of your loss,
Wishing you loving memories to forever hold in your heart. We are praying for you
and the family.
Much love,
Donna, Walter, Ila and Dorothy Cartwright

Donna Cartwright - February 13 at 09:11 AM

“

I knew Richard through Bon Air Artist Association. He was a wonderful man and
artist. When our daughter became ill he gave me a print of his painting of Christ. I still
cherish it. We in Bon Air always enjoyed the cakes he made for our meetings.

Sarah Hoyle - February 08 at 04:37 PM

“

I regret that I did not get a chance to meet Mr. Leslie so that I could personally thank him
again for the beautiful wedding portrait he captured and painted as gift for me and my
husband on our Wedding Day. I will always cherish it. Rest In Peace Richard Leslie
Larry and Rosalind Newsome
Rosalind Newsome - February 12 at 06:51 PM

“

“

Condolences to the family and may he RIP
Elenita Phillips - February 12 at 09:10 PM

Industrial and Transportation Team purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Richard Lancelot Leslie.

Industrial and Transportation Team - February 08 at 02:05 PM

“

Deepest sympathy and prayers to Gloria Jean and the Leslie Family. May God bless,
comfort, and heal your wounded spirit as only he can do in the passing of Richard.
Love, Johnny and Estherine J. Harding of Chesapeake, VA 23324

Estherine J. Harding - February 08 at 09:51 AM

