Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.
March 15, 1940 - August 17, 2018

Reuben Lee Blanton, Jr., 78, of Amelia, VA, died Friday, August 17, 2018 due to a farming
accident. A lifelong resident of Amelia, he was the son of the late Reuben Lee and Nell
Clay Blanton. He is survived by his sisters, Mary Nell Blanton Tatum (Rev. Gene C.) of
Amelia, VA, and Betty Blanton Wood (H.B., Jr.) of Woodville, VA; and Russell G. Leslie,
Jr., who worked with him on the farm for 24 years. A fourth generation farmer in Amelia
County, Reuben devoted his entire life to farming and received numerous awards and
recognitions for his hard work. He received the Virginia Outstanding Commercial Producer
Award from the Virginia Beef Cattle Improvement Association, the State Forage Producer
Award, and the Virginia Soybean Association 70 Bushel Club Award. He was a multiple
winner of the Virginia High Yield Wheat Production and 100 Bushel per Acre Club and was
named the Young Forest Farmer for the Piedmont Conservation District. Over the years,
Mr. Blanton collaborated with Dr. Scott Hagood, Extension Specialist at Virginia Tech, and
numerous graduate students evaluating strategies for weed control in corn, soybeans, and
small grains. Reuben described his philosophy on farming in the following quote: “In
production agriculture, there is a right time to do everything but many factors, especially
weather, will interrupt you from doing it at the right time. There is a great advantage in
doing things on the front side of the right time rather than on the back side!” He served for
many years on the Farm Bureau Board, and was a member and former chairman of the
Amelia County Planning Commission. He was a member of Tabernacle United Methodist
Church, Amelia, and a former member of the Board of Trustees. Reuben took great
enjoyment from portraying Santa Claus and giving away vegetables from his garden,
especially corn and pumpkins. He taught the United Methodist Men of Ocran United
Methodist Church his art of barbecuing chicken, a project which has continued across the
years and has provided thousands of dollars for community outreach. He was made an
honorary member of the Ocran United Methodist Men in appreciation for his service to the
church. The family will receive friends from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Monday, August 20, 2018 at
Amelia Academy, 8741 N. Five Forks Road, Amelia Court House, VA 23002. The funeral
service will be held at Amelia Academy at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, officiated by Rev. Tim
Beck, Pastor of Kenbridge UMC, and Rev. Jay Carey, Pastor of Bethia UMC, Chesterfield.
Interment will follow at Tabernacle United Methodist Church Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,

donations may be made to Amelia Academy, P.O. Box 106, Amelia, VA 23002. Services
are under the direction of the Dinwiddie Chapel of J.T. Morriss & Son Funeral Home.
Condolences may be registered at www.jtmorriss.com.
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Comments

“

Reuben was a gentleman and scholar in his own right. He always to share his
experiences and offer advice based on his life experiences. Some years back I met
Reuben at a Soil and Water event and recall his genuine concern for his fellow man
and in particular those who were involved in agriculture. Our heartfelt sympathy to his
family and those whose lives he touched.

bruce johnson - August 22, 2018 at 05:29 PM

“

I met Ruben, his father and mother in 1981 and worked on a number of soil and
water conservation projects and field days with him over the years. Amoung other
qualities, he was a devoted conservationist, as was his father. I offer my sincerest
condolences to Rubens' family and closest friends.

Dennis Jones - August 21, 2018 at 06:06 PM

“

I met Reuben while working at Piedmont Soil and Water Conservation District. He
was a great farmer and generous man. He always kept me on my toes. It was an
honor to work with him and he will truly be missed.
Paula Totten

Paula Totten - August 21, 2018 at 11:38 AM

“

I first met Reuben in the spring of 1982, when I became Extension Agent in Amelia
county, VA. I must say that over the course of 5 years I learned so much from the
people of that county -- and especially from Reuben. I can thank him for introducing
me to my subsequent major professor, Scott Hagood. Reuben had an incredible
positive influence on me making the decision to go back to graduate school and
learning more about the crop and weed world! He challenged me with difficult
questions at every turn. Sometimes I had the answer -- and sometimes not. I learned
in a hurry that I could not dance around the answer and that if I gave him a response
that was not on the money - he would challenge me with that sparkle in his eyes.
Reuben never let me go hungry. Somehow, I would always find a way to show up
about 45 minutes before lunch -- and as I prepared to go, he would invite me in to
that 7 course lunch (including all those fresh vegetables) prepared by Mary Nell
and/or Mrs. Blanton. There were many times that we met in Amelia for lunch -- and
he never let me pay for lunch - and I mean never! He was always so generous with
his time and resources and I considered him a great friend. I consulted with Reuben

about the possibility of going back to graduate school and he encouraged me to do
so.
This is the part where I can tell you that he was a true friend. I know this because I
was sitting in my house one evening in Chillicothe, OH -- where I was a field rep for
Ciba-Geigy about 2 years after leaving Amelia. The phone rang -- and my wife Robin
answered -- and I knew right away it was Reuben. He talked to Robin for about 20
minutes and then she handed the phone over to me. I talked to him for 2 straight
hours -- and if you know me, I am not a phone talker. We may have talked 3 or 4
times that year. We usually tried to make contact over the Christmas holidays -when I was in OH and then when we moved to NC in the spring of 1995. We might
talk every few months or we might go 4-5 years between conversations. Every time
we started a conversation, it was just like we picked up on what was said in the
previous one. I stopped by the farm a few years ago on the way back from a trip that
I took to Washington, DC. We picked up right where we left off! It was so good to see
Reuben and what he had going on -- on the farm once again. He was always on the
cutting edge. Many of you may not know that the Blanton farm was one of the first
places that attempted no-till cropping practices in the country. If I remember the date
that he told me, I think it was 1966 when they converted the farm to this practice -something that is very essential for conserving soil and building soil structure. He
was all about leaving things in a better condition than he found them.
He was one of the smartest individuals that I have ever met and I always said he had
a PhD from the school of hard knocks. As I write this - sitting in a meeting in San
Antonio, TX -- I find myself tearing up with about 150 people sitting around me!
Reuben -- here's to you buddy, until we get to meet again with our Lord and Savior. I
must say that I will miss you very much and I will be eternally grateful for the things
that you taught me!!
Carroll Moseley
Carroll Moseley - August 21, 2018 at 11:14 AM

“

Condolences to the family of Rue. He was a kind and generous soul who brought joy
to us whenever we were lucky enough to spend time with him. Jim and Lori Akins

Lori Akins - August 20, 2018 at 10:03 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr..

August 20, 2018 at 12:51 PM

“

He was such a giving man. I loved his smile. He will be missed by so many. Prayers
and Love for all.
Trilyon Boone

Trilyon Boone - August 20, 2018 at 09:36 AM

“

George & Trilyon Boone purchased the Pretty Please for the family of Reuben Lee
Blanton Jr..

George & Trilyon Boone - August 20, 2018 at 09:28 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr..

August 20, 2018 at 08:09 AM

“

In 1997, my major advisor (Scott Hagood) sent me to meet with a farmer by the
name of Mr. Reuben Blanton to discuss setting up some research plots. When I
arrived at the farm, I met a man on the road in a pickup truck. As I had never met
Reuben, I asked the man if he knew where I could find Mr. Blanton. His response
was “I don’t know where he is at either, but if you find that blankety-blank tell him that
I am looking for him as well!”….and he drove off. Roughly 15 minutes later, the same

man drove back up and introduced himself as Reuben. After an initial moment of
confusion and a bit of concern over what I had gotten myself into, I soon learned that
Reuben was extremely generous with his time and one of the most genuine people I
have ever met. I always enjoyed driving down that same road and meeting with him.
Throughout graduate school, he taught me more about production agriculture than
any class I ever took at VT. After I moved away, married and had children, we came
back to the farm several times and he let the kids run around the pumpkin patch as
we visited.
I will miss him.
Steve King
Steve King - August 20, 2018 at 04:52 AM

“

TIMMY PETERS lit a candle in memory of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.

TIMMY PETERS - August 19, 2018 at 11:20 PM

“

Arthur Munden Hunt Club purchased the Basket of Memories for the family of
Reuben Lee Blanton Jr..

Arthur Munden Hunt Club - August 19, 2018 at 10:46 PM

“

Leslie, Morey, Austell families purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the family of
Reuben Lee Blanton Jr..

Leslie, Morey, Austell families - August 19, 2018 at 10:41 PM

“

Love and condolences,

jeff allen - August 19, 2018 at 08:08 PM

“

I came back from being overseas a few years back and was out fishing at Amelia
wildlife lake a few weeks ago. I had my two girls with me and that maybe I go see
Rue, (my dads cousin, my great uncle) I'd only been to the farm house a few times
over the course of my life, and so I thought why not? So I drove down to the farm and
knocked on the door and talked to rue as he was reclining in his chair. He told me
how it was all going and it was good to know what people were up to. He talked
about the farm and it was just good to be with him. My two little girls went in the
house and gave him a hug, and got to meet him, they had never met him. I'm glad I
went by and saw him that day and my girls saw him as well. He said to get some
sweet corn if I wanted, and I got his number and I said I'd give him a call sometime. I
wish we had a little more time, you never know one day to the next but thankful God
gave that opportunity, we'll see you soon Rue, love Jeff suzie eliana and ariella allen

jeff allen - August 19, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

Sorry For Your Loss
Jesus Loves Me
I Am Special

Thomas Widgeon - August 19, 2018 at 07:15 PM

“

My thoughts are with the family and friends of Ruie. He was a good man and a worry
one as well. He leaves a big void. RIP

Susie Gunter - August 19, 2018 at 04:05 PM

“

“

Sorry! That was supposed to be "witty".
Susie Gunter - August 19, 2018 at 04:06 PM

Mary Nell and family,
Steve and I are so sorry for your loss. May all your good memories bring you
comfort.
Steve and Gladys Jarck

Gladys Jarck - August 19, 2018 at 02:49 PM

“

I met Reuben some 20 odd years ago while serving as a State Farm Bureau director
and became good friends with him. He was a very unique individual I would discover
as we had many conversations and discussions over the years. I felt he was a
genuinely good solid person who would stand by his beliefs and not wavier from
others influence unless you had a valid point and facts to back it up. Since leaving
the state board several years ago I have on many occasions thought back on our
friendship and always felt a void in not seeing him and kidding him about something
his dry wit was one thing I really enjoyed. May he RIP.

Henry Wood - August 19, 2018 at 01:28 PM

“

Anita Bradford lit a candle in memory of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.

Anita Bradford - August 19, 2018 at 11:46 AM

“

Not long after I moved over here,Reuben stopped by to chat and said,"them first few
rows of corn are ready for pickin,get all ya want".I thanked him and we talked for a
bit.He started walking back to his truck to leave and I said I would stop by and get
some of that corn in a little while.He turned,and with his famous poker face said
"Don't let me catcha in my corn patch",and he got in his truck and drove off.
Every year I went to the corn patch I remembered what he said that day and picked
the best sweet corn I've ever had with a grin on my face and an eye over my
shoulder.
J.B.

J.B.Williams - August 19, 2018 at 11:08 AM

“

Tommy Nester lit a candle in memory of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.

Tommy Nester - August 19, 2018 at 10:28 AM

“

Amy McMillian lit a candle in memory of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.

Amy McMillian - August 19, 2018 at 09:55 AM

“

Barbara Harver lit a candle in memory of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.

Barbara Harver - August 19, 2018 at 09:50 AM

“

Donna Marker lit a candle in memory of Reuben Lee Blanton Jr.

Donna Marker - August 18, 2018 at 06:46 PM

