John Frank Whiteside, Jr.
September 4, 1931 - May 8, 2022

John Frank Whiteside, Jr. passed away May 8th, 2022 at Dunlop House Assisted Living
Facility in Colonial Heights, Virginia. Born September 4th, 1931 in Natural Bridge, Virginia,
he was the son of the late John Frank Whiteside, Sr. and Nannie Mae Whiteside. He was
also preceded in death by his sisters, Ruth W. Kyser, Rachel W. Campbell and husband,
Stanley, and Irene W. Lynn. John is survived by his brother-in-law, Claude H. Lynn, Jr.;
nieces, Rebecca K. Transou (Tracy), Rachel C. Hudson (Preston), Janet C. Powell
(Brian), Sondra L. Johnson; and nephew, David C. Lynn (Faith). He is also survived by
great-nephews, Travis Transou, Dylan Hudson, Tyler Lynn; and great-niece, Natalie
Hudson; devoted friends and caregivers, Betty J. Allgood, Catherine R. Pruett, Kathie L.
Chionski, and Melodie S. Dittman.
John graduated from Natural Bridge High School. He worked various jobs, including clerk
typist for the Department of Agriculture-Forest Service in Jefferson Natural Forest from
1956 until 1958. After losing his vision, John went to school in Arkansas to learn Braille.
He was also trained as a Randolph-Sheppard convenience vendor.
In 1967, John began working at Fort Lee, Virginia for the Virginia Department for the
Visually Handicapped Program. Fondly known as "Blind John," he operated John's Snack
Bar for fifty years, serving soldiers and civilians alike. In recognition of his 81st birthday, he
was awarded the Lifetime Honorary Staff & Faculty Membership by the United States
Logistics University. John regularly attended worship services at Tabb Street Presbyterian
Church in Petersburg until his health declined.
A funeral service will be conducted at 3:00 p.m. Thursday, May 19, 2022 at the Petersburg
Chapel of J.T. Morriss & Son Funeral Home. The family will receive friends from 2:00 to
3:00 p.m. at the funeral home. Interment will be at 2:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, 2022, at
Rockbridge Memorial Gardens, Lexington, Virginia. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to Tabb Street Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 831, Petersburg, Virginia 23804.
Condolences may be registered online at www.jtmorriss.com.

Cemetery Details
Rockbridge Memorial Gardens

Previous Events
Public Visitation
MAY 19. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM.
Petersburg Chapel

Funeral Service
MAY 19. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Petersburg Chapel

Graveside Service
MAY 20. 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM.
Rockbridge Memorial Gardens
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CC

I remember going to his snack bar to meet my Dad who worked his snack bar
with Frito Lay potato chips. He and my Dad became great friends. I remember
one day a guy came in and gave him a $10 bill John have him his change back.
The guy told him i gave you a $20...John said i can tell and see enough to know it
was a $10 bill. The guy didnt know what to say. That stuck in my mind since then.
He always cane to my Dads cookouts as my Dad would go puck him up and take
him back home as well as take him to his dr appts until my Dad passed in 2016.
John never forgot who i was over the many years. My thoughts and prayers are
with his family and friends.
Cindy Crowder - May 17 at 11:49 AM

MR

Martha Reece lit a candle in memory of John Frank
Whiteside, Jr.

Martha Reece - May 17 at 06:49 AM

BF

I would like to add/share one additional comment to my original remembrance of
Blind John. I am now 75 years old, and I still remember John!! I met many
different people from all walks of life during my 40 years at Fort Lee, but John
remains a bright, shining light in my memory. Looking back to that time, I now
realize that John had greater "vision" than most of us sighted people. And I think
that's because he loved the Lord and his fellow man, and didn't concentrate on
what he couldn't do but what he could do. God bless his time with us. ---Again,
Barbara Robertson Foster
Barbara Robertson Foster - May 16 at 12:49 PM

BF

I remember Blind John fondly! I worked at Finance & Accounting, just a nice 2building walk from my building to his Snack Bar. I lunched from his Snack Bar
many times during my time while working at Finance & Accounting. He
recognized all of us who patronized him by our footsteps and/or voices. He was
an inspiration to all of us, especially to myself, a young 19-year old brand new to
government service. He was always happy, smiling and had a nice smile and or
compliment for all. Once he learned your names, he greeted, by name, when you
came through the door! What a kind, gracious soul he was! He did not let his
disability "disable" him. God rest your, soul, "good and faithful servant."
-------Barbara Robertson Foster
Barbara Foster - May 16 at 12:21 PM

